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THE jaanhontd SCOUT ATTAINMEN TS’ hn RABBITS 


A tabulation of the 4-H Rabbit Club activities shows the Southern States have 
> made the greatest progress during 1951. In the South, there was an increase of 
| 76 percent in members finishing their projects as compared to 1950. The 
Northern and Northeast areas increased only 13 and 12 percent, respectively, 
while the Western part of the country showed the same number of completions in 
1951 as of 1950, but many of these States showed a decrease in rabbit activi- 
ties, The 23,958 rabbit club members for the entire United States are an in- 
crease of 36 percent over the previous year. The State showing greatest 
increase was Oklahoma with 538 percent more members completing their projects 
in 1951 than in 1950. Oklahoma ranked thirteenth in 1950 and first in 1951 
with nearly 50 percent more mombers completing their rabbit project than the 
next nearest State of Texas with 2,444 such members, Of the 10 leading States 
(and territories) in rabbit club members completing their projects, six of them 
are in the South, The membership or these 10 leading States comprise 60 per-~ 
cent of the, total in the United States. 


oe <8 


There are, however, more rabbits in the 4-H Clubs in California than in any 
other State and this is to be expected as California is by far the leading com- 
mercial rabbit producing State, Oklahoma is third in this category. All but 
three of these 10 States highost in numbers of rabbits in the 4-H Club are in 
the South. This phenominal activity in rabbit raising is due primarily to the 
interest shown by the agent directing extension worl in the Southern States and 
the State 4-H Club leaders and county agents in thoir respective States, 

Nearly 60 percent of all rabbits in the 4-H program are in the 10 leading States. 


The five year average showing California leading in total number of rabbits 

with more than twice that of Texas, which is in second place, but California 
is third in five year average of members completing their projects, Texas has 
been either first or second in 4-H membership in four of the past five yoars, 
She was not even in the first ten in 1948, Other interesting comparisons can 
he: found in these five year averages. 


the 4-H negro Rabbit Club members (525) finishing their projects increased 
by 30 porcont in 1951 over 1950. The inersease in rabbits was 65 percent » 
Again in 1951 as in 1950 Texas was first in members (153) and in rabbits as 554) 
in these projects with colorod children, There were 16 States showing 4 
Rabbit Club activity with nogroes. 


The Future Farmers of America are also active in rabbit raising, Their acti- 
_vities are largoly in conjunction with class credit in agriculture. Undoubdt- 
_odly if State or national figures were available, the number of young people 
ntsrosted in rabbit raising in the Puture Farmers of America program would 


te “number of merit badges awarded in 1951 to Boy Scouts raising rabbits iIn- 
wy) reased 56 porcent over thoso awarded in 1950. A total of 3,176 awards were 
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made, which is tho greatcst number ever carned. The leading State was Texas, 
with 284 awards, closely followed by California with 276, The next three in 
order aro Utahy 2053; Colorado, 130; end Pennsylvania fifth with 129. The 
averago for the past five years shows California leading with 350 and Texas 
second with 158 awards. Somewhat more then 50 percent of all morit badges 
awarded in the U. S, were from the 10 leading States, Much of the credit un+ 


doubtedly is due to the time and effort of the rabbit growers and the council- 


ors in scout work in instructing these young enthusiasts in proper methods of. 
rabbit management. The grand total of Boy Scout awards given to dete in 
rabbit raising is 18,257. 
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States 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 
Vest Virginia 

Totals 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Towa 
Kansas 
Michigan 
Ninnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
South Dakota 
Wisconsin 

Totals 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
Florida 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
Oklahoma 


South Carolina | 


Tennessee 
Texas 
Virginia 
Puerto Rico 
Totals 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 
Idaho 
Montana 
Nevada 
New mexico 
Oregon 
Utah 
Washington 
Wyoming 
Alaska 
Hawaii 
Totals 
Grand Totals 


1951 4-H Rabbit Projects 


No. of Boys & Girls 
Completing Projects 


Rabbits in 
Completed Projects 
099 


Percent 1 
decrease 


eri 
m 


-1 


